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Sponsoring dealer: Leeds Harley Davidson 

M ike Gaunt was elected as our 
new director at the AGM 
held on November 4th at 
Yarnbury.  

Mike has been a member of Aire Valley 
HOG for over 10 years and his wife, 
Sandra, has been our club secretary for 
many years. Itõs hard to imagine a family 
with a greater commitment to the chap-
ter and I am sure Mike, previously Assis-
tant Director, will throw all his consider-
able energy into his new and important 
role. Good Luck Mike! 

Glowing tributes were paid during the 
meeting to Rob Mitchelmore, our direc-
tor for the last two years. Rob and his 
wife Dorothy have worked tirelessly in 
promoting the chapter  in the HOG 
community and also in the local commu-
nity where thousands of pounds have 
been raised by the chapter for local and 
national charities. Thanks Rob! 

This Autumn also saw the opening of the 
new dealership premises in Leeds City 

Centre. Some photographs of the new 
building and a location map may be 
found in this issue of the Aire Valley 
Times. 

Burt Perry is the new dealer principal. 
Burt has had a long association with 
Harley Davidson, and was previously 
with the Newcastle and Doncaster deal-
erships.  

There will be some new faces among the 
chapter officers for next season. Cur-
rently there are vacancies for the roles of 
Head Road Captain, Treasurer and La-
dies of Harley representative. If any 
member has an interest in taking on any 
of these roles then please make you posi-
tion known to Mike Gaunt as soon as 
possible. 

Things will be quiet over the next few 
winter months so the next edition of 
Aire Valley Times will be published in 
March 2010, just before the start of the 
new biking season, in time for the meet-
ing to be held on  Wednesday April 7th 
2010. 

Burt Perry, Dealer Principal 

Mike Gaunt, Director  



F irst can I thank all the members 
that voted for me at the AGM, I 
was very proud to be elected 

and I promise to run the club to the 
best of my ability. I think itõs fair to say 
Iõve gone down in history as the short-
est reigning Assistant Director in the 
history of Aire Valley ð perhaps even 
in HOG.  I will endeavour to take into 
account the views of the membership, 
although I will always go along with 
the majority.  I, more than most, real-
ise itõs impossible to please everyone 
but will do my best.  I would appreci-
ate time to ease in to my new role, 
although I have completed the 
òPrimary Officer Training Courseó I 
appreciate there is still much to learn 
about running a HOG Chapter. 

Letõs all look forward to the new rid-
ing season, next year. 

I am really pleased to tell you all that 
Rob & Dot Mitchelmore have agreed 
to continue to organise the òHog on 
the Humberó, this is one of the largest 
charity events in the HOG UKõs calen-
dar. Since the inception of the event it 
has raised nearly £60,000 for chil-
drenõs charities in the Yorkshire re-
gion. So a big thank you to Rob & Dot.  
As a Chapter do all support this event 
not only by turning up but also by dis-
tributing flyers and trying to get other 
bikers to attend.  For newer members, 
not only is this event aiding worth 
while local childrenõs charities, but itõs 
great fun.   The two nights partying are 
a good time to meet old friends and 
make new ones. 

Gordon MacFarlane has again agreed 
to continue to run our own òRidings 
Rallyó. A member from a visiting 
Chapter said to me at the end of last 
years rally, he felt that it was one of 
the best rally sites he had visited and 
was surprised that it was not better 
attended.  So letõs all get behind 
Gordon and our very own rally, itõs 
ours so letõs all make it one to remem-
ber. 

As one member mentioned at the 
AGM òitõs a shame this amount of peo-
ple donõt attend our own ralliesó 

The Poker Run has been well attended 
in the past and I have asked Gordon to 
organise two this year, one to launch 
the riding season and one to end it. 

Sue & Mick Pierce, our Activities Offi-
cers, are hard at work on an events 
package for next year, there will be re-
runs of some of the most popular 
events from last year as well as new 
events for 2010. They are also working 
on events involving other Chapters, 
and itõs great to have cross Chapter 
events as they are always well re-
ceived.  Earlier this year Sue & Mick 
arranged a night at the dogs, yes dog 
racing not dogging. It was a great night 
one of the most enjoyable nights Iõve 
had in a long time.  I think it was Tony 
Burns that said he had never had such a 
good time losing money.  I for one, 
hope they have time to organise an-
other night like that. 

Sue & Mick are very open to new, dif-
ferent ideas for events.  I would like to 
encourage members contacting them 
with any proposals they might have.  
Some people think this is a simple task 
and I can assure you lots of aspects 
need to be looked at.  They are old 
hands at this and aware of the safety/
security aspects of organising events. 

This magazine is regarded as one of the 
best of all the HOG Chapters within 
the UK and I donõt intend the quality 
should decline.  It is however, quite 
expensive to produce.  Ian McNeill, 
our Editor has come up with a great 
idea to offset the cost of printing ð to 
accept advertising.  The costs will be 
£50 per quarter page or £150 for 4 
editions so if any of you have a business 
to promote please contact Ian or my-
self.  Do remember this magazine stays 
on the website and all Chapter Direc-
tors within the UK have access to that. 

I know that many other Chapters are 
organising events and rallies through-

out the UK though not much has been 
confirmed as yet.  It would seem HOG 
are to continue running òThe European 
Rally, which this year, is in Lugano, 
Switzerlandó, òFun in the Sun in 
Franceó and òEuropean Bike Week, 
Faaker See, Austriaó 

I have attended òFun in the Sunó and 
òEuropean Bike Weekó a number of 
times and can say without doubt that 
both sites are great and have a wide 
range of good quality accommodation.  
As with many European Rallies the trip 
is often as good as the Rally. 

Well, the weather at this time of the 
year is against us bikers, and it wonõt 
be long before they are out gritting and 
a least for me thatõs the time my bike 
will go in to hibernation until the New 
Year. 

Have a good Christmas and New Year; 
hope to see you all at both the Christ-
mas Disco in December and our 
Christmas Dinner Dance in January.  

Itõs at the Ramada Parkway on Otley 
Road on Friday 8th February from 
7.30pm.  Itõs Ã25 per head contact 
Sandra for further details. 

Ride Safe, if the weather lets you ride 
at all. 

Mike Gaunt, Director  
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T he BIG news of the issue is the outcome of the elec-
tion for our new director. Mike Gaunt and Brian 
Roche contested the position and Dealer Principal 

Burt Perry announced Mike Gaunt to be the winner of a 
close-fought race. You will find an article by director Mike 
in this edition and as a regular feature. 

Ex-Director Rob Mitchelmore bade an emotional farewell 
to the role, and paid particular tribute to his support team 
and to his wife, Dorothy, who has been at his side through-
out and has helped raise significant sums for charity by run-
ning the raffles. Dorothy was presented with a large bunch 
of flowers and was too overcome to speak. Bless! 

It was good to see so many members at the club meeting on 
November 4th, and with the upsurge in interest I hope we 
can look forward to even greater number on our organised 
events, ride-outs and rallies next season.  

As the dark, wet and cold days have now arrived it seems a 
long time since the last edition of the AVT in July when we 
still had most of the Summer in front of us. August, Sep-
tember and October saw a packed programme of events, 
many of which are reported in this issue. Particular thanks 
to Gordon MacFarlane  not only for organising the Ridings 
Rally and the Poker Run, but also for baring his soul and 
feelings in his article on the dangers of riding with sun on 
your face. 

Head Road Captain Dave Farrand has shown massive com-
mitment and professionalism during this year having at-
tended every ride-out, including the Matlock Ride on No-
vember 1st in horrendous wind and rain. Dave had arranged 
to meet other chapters en-route so he and six others set off 

so that they would not let any other people down. Not one 
of the other chapters turned up at the arranged meeting 
point, and in Matlock Bath there were no other bikes at all - 
that must be a record for a Sunday in Matlock. Coupled 

with this Aire Valley Road Captains have a well-deserved 
and growing reputation for their marshalling skills and are 
often praised by other chapters in this respect. See the letter 
published in this issue from the RTTW organisers as an ex-
ample. We have all been exceedingly privileged to have 
Dave as our HRC and are grateful for his two years in the 
post. 

Congratulations to our Webmaster, Dr John, who has now 
moved into his new home in York. Dr John continues to 
provide an up-to-date reference point for all club members 
on activities and other issues on the club's web site 
www.avhog.co.uk and itõs always worth checking the site 
regularly for the latest information. 

Now I know that Mick Pierce doesnõt much like the name 
òZimmer Clubó, but his Wednesday rides for the retired 
gentlefolk of the parish have been a bit of a hit this year. 
Below is a photograph taken from the top of Hartside Moor 
on one such ride which I had the pleasure of joining. 

One of my duties this edition is to make a grovelling apol-
ogy to Jockey Wilson and his new wife Sue. Michael 
(Jockey) Wilson and Sue Holt were married in Leeds back 
in July. Their wedding made the Yorkshire Evening Post, 
HOG News, Calendar News, and the National Press - but 
not the July edition of the Aire Valley Times. I have recti-
fied that oversight in this edition and you will find a full 
write-up of their big day later on in this magazine. Sorry 
Guys! 

Finally, please take a look at the advertisement towards the 
back of this edition seeking volunteers to initially join me as 
assistant editor with a view to taking over from me in the 
future. I have done the job for over four years and have 
enjoyed reporting on the Clubõs activities and the fascinat-
ing adventures that our members have experienced. I hope 
that someone will come forward and volunteer their ser-
vices, 

Ride Safe,  

Ian McNeill, Editor  
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