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W hat started out as an idea for15 
friends on Facebook to organise a 
ride through Wooton Basset to say 

thank you for bringing our lads home after they 
had made the ultimate sacrifice for their country,  
Elisabeth Stevens small gathering of biker friends  
suddenly turned into a roller coaster ride and be-
came the biggest biker tribute this country has 
ever been witness to with over 15,000 bikers pay-
ing their respects by riding through what was once 
just  a small sleepy village in Wiltshire. 
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The streets were lined with people that had travelled from 
all parts of the country to be a part of this great event. What 
looked like all the residents from all the local villages turned 
out too, in what I can only describe as the biggest patriotic 
event I have ever been to.  It made me proud to be British to 
see so many people waving the Union Jack both young and 
old, the George Cross Flag, flags from Wales, Scottish flags 

- it brought  tears to my eyes. I can only imagine that This 
Is What England Was Like when we were a proud na-
tion, and not the politically correct beaten nation we are 
today; to be afraid of showing your patriotism by waving 
your flag because we donõt want to upset somebody makes 
me sick. 

(Continued on page 3) 



W ell itõs Saturday night 13th March and I notice 
the gritters going up and 

down the road outside our house, I 
start to wonder if we will wake up to 
snow and have to cancel our clubs first 
ride-out.  Sunday when I wake I take a 
look out of the window and great, the 
roads are dry and the weather looks 
good for the time of the year.  I get to 
Leeds Harley-Davidson for around 
9am, and between then and 10am 
some 47 bikes turn up for the ride-out; 
a great number of bikes for our first 
run. The New Members ride was 
around 100 miles with a one hour stop 
for food and drinks, everyone seemed 
to be in good spirits and enjoy the ride.  
Our Road Captains did a great job, 
directing the group at every junction 
and keeping the ride smooth and safe. 
On a personal level I would like to 
thank the Road Captains for giving so 
much time and effort to the club, and 
to say that although this was the first 
ride of the season their skills reinforced 
why they are known to be if not the 
best, certainly amongst the best, in the 
UK. 

Iõve been to my first Directors meet-
ing, it was held at the Hilton Hotel 
Terminal 4 Heathrow Airport.  Not 
the easiest place to get to for 9am on a 
snowy Saturday morning, and the bar 
was not the cheapest Iõve been to Ã8 
for a Soda and Lime. 

The important information passed on 
to us was; 

1/ There are now 36 Chapters in the 
UK & Ireland, 33 of the Chapter Di-
rectors attended the meeting and 35% 
of HOG members are in Chapters. 

2/ This year there will be a XR1200 
race series with 6 races held at 4 tracks 
over the Summer, we were told that 
some of the top riders will be taking 
part. 

3/ From the 1st of January HOG in-
surance will be administered by Carol 

Nash.  They should be given your re-
newal details by the old company, 
however if you do not receive your 
renewal 2 weeks prior to your renewal 
date please ring the HOG insurance on 
the new number on the HOG UK web 
site.  They say that the new cover is 
now better and includes European 
Breakdown cover and home start free 
of charge and it will have guaranteed 
sum insured.  We were also informed 
that they are not being told your old 
premiums so if you are unhappy with 
your quote phone them with your old 
premium and they will try to match it. 

4/ We were told that HOG members 
will now receive a discount from the 
BMF.  The discount code is 
HOG10L320 

5/ MDC & HD are running a Chapter 
mileage programme.  Prizes will be 
awarded to the Chapter riding the 
most miles, the person riding the most 
miles and the Chapter with the best 
mileage percentage.  (Chapter total 
miles divided by members taking part) 

The Awards will be presented at a Ball 
in December 2010 venue TBA. 

6/ The Swiss European Rally is a free 
event, you can register in a few weeks 
for the HOG dinner at the event and 
there will be a charge for this. You can 
also register for a rally pack which 
again you will have to pay for. 

You do need Swiss road tax around 
50sf, if you do not have road tax the 
fine is 1000sf and if you are travelling 
in or out of the country by motorways 
you will be caught. 

Also speeding fines are very severe, 
recently someone was fined 180,000sf 
for doing 50k in a 30k limit.  

£1.00 is around 1.60 Swiss francs 
(CHF) 

One of the Directors at the meeting 
said that it is the wet season in Switzer-
land when the rally takes place. 

7/ Thunder in the Glens registration is 
open 

SOFA rally registration opens 1st April 

Application forms are in the recent 
issue of HOG magazine 

RTTW registration 1st March 

Forms are on the RTTW website 

8/ HOG are very keen on a òMulti 
Chapter Rally Northó it will be held in 
July 2011 if a suitable site can be 
found.  As one of the Chapters that 
will be involved in this event we are 
being asked to look for a suitable 
venue. Should any members have any 
suggestions let me know and I will pass 
them on to Marj at HOG. 

9/ Riderõs Edge is now under new 
ownership. 

10/ HOG announced a New UK Gal-
lery site, where you can upload your 
photos or videos. It also has a ride 
planner, where you can plan your ride 
and share it with others or look for 
rides other members have enjoyed. 

www.hogeuropegallery.com/hog-uk-
photo-galleries 

Gordon is working hard to piece to-
gether the clubõs history, I know that 
he has interviewed both Paul Moody 
(Tooty) and Eddy Wright to research 
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the early days of the club.  He has also 
gathered together some old editions of 
the AVT and many pictures from 
events and outings.  

Tony and his team of Road Captains 
are busy planning a selection of ride-
outs to keep our weekends busy 
throughout the season, and he will be 
continuing with the Wednesday eve-
nings rides. Sue and Mick are well on 
track with event planning. 

Ian McNeill our AVT editor is still 
looking for someone to step forward as 
assistant editor with a view to becom-
ing editor, anyone interested please 
contact Ian or myself. 

Due to the snow the Peak Riders run 
to our Dealership had to be cancelled, 
very unfortunate as I know many of 
our members were looking forward to 

the ride and the chance to buy raffle 
tickets in the hope that they won the 
Sportster.  I sent a text to all members 
the night before the ride to remind 
everyone that the ride was going ahead 
and again on the morning of the ride to 
let you know it had been cancelled.  I 
will continue to send out texts before 
main events and rides, if you are not 
receiving these text massages and 
would like to let me have your mobile 
number.  If you would prefer not to 
receive texts let me know and I will 
remove your number. 

I intend using text messaging to inform 
our ladies of events on offer for 
them.  I would appreciate all associate 
ladies in the club texting their name to 
the text messaging phone (079 6753 
5235) from their own mobile as I donõt 
want to bother your husband and we 
donõt have your mobile num-
bers.  Wendy is working hard to stir 

up the Ladies of Harley, so do try and 
give her some support. 

It was a terrific turnout of members at 
the Leeds Harley-Davidson Open 
Weekend.  It was great to see so many 
of you.  Tony and his Road Captains 
did a great job, and thanks to Paul 
Pickles and Lynne Moss for spending 
the whole weekend directing traffic & 
collecting for the YAA.  

The group photo on Sunday was well 
attended.  I would like to thank Burt 
and the Dealership staff as I know they 
all put a lot of work into organising a 
great weekend. 

Ride Safe, if the weather lets you ride 
at all. 

Mike Gaunt  
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Events like this puts the lump back in 
your throat and hopefully we can be a 
proud nation once more as soon as 
òThe Lunatics Stop Running The Asy-
lumó  The event had massive support 
from bikers  across the country and  a 
lot of the HOG chapters had massive 
presence.  

A pity not many attended from Aire 
Valley; however Phil, Dave and Marie 

flew the flag and I was there with a few 
of the British Legion Riders from our 
region just to say we thank you 
Wooton Bassett. I'm not sure if the 
event will be on again in 2011 as I be-
lieve RAF Lynham is going to be closed 
down and if this is indeed the case then 
our Boys will be repatriated some-
where else, and wherever that is I for 
one will always be there to support 
them. If I missed anyone off as far as 
being there from Aire Valley I do 
apologise. 

RTTW  Ride to the wall 2010 is on Sat 
2nd October; there is  camping avail-
able on the Drayton manor site for 
those of us who want to make a night of 
it and camp over on Fri 1st October 
which also  puts us at the front of the 
queue for the ride on the Saturday. 
Let's see if we can get a lot of support 
for this one as I know last year Aire 
Valley did a massive job by helping out 
with the marshalling that was a great 

success. Well this time let it be a great 
success but with a party as well. I'm 
sure this year's event will be massively 
attended especially after the Wooton 
Bassett event. 

Paul (Tooty) Moody  
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A t last, the winter is drawing to a close and we can 
all breathe a sigh of relief, haul the bike out of the 
garage, dust it off and take to the road. It seems 

ages since I put my bike away at the end of November, so 
when the sun came out in early March I couldnõt wait to fire 
up the Harley and hit the road. 

My first day back on the bike (not counting getting it our 
for its post-winter service) was at the Leeds Harley David-
son open weekend where I and quite a few of my fellow 
road captains assisted with test rides and car park duties. 
The sun really shone on the Sunday, and despite an early 
frost hundreds of bikers and wannabe bikers turned up at 
the dealership to try out the new bikes.  

Martin and Richard from LHD  swapped sales duties to 
show off their musical talents as live music was played 
throughout the day, competing with Big Pavõs DJ duties. 

Judging by the interest being shown in the bikes, and the 
way the dealer reps were being kept busy, I think weõll have 
a few more Harley owners on the road quite soon, and 
Mike tells me that several new members signed up to Aire 
Valley HOG. 

I feel I must comment on the departure of several of our 
long term members following the AGM last year. I think it 
is very sad that these members decided not to support the 
elected director and work with him and the other officers of 
the club in order to improve and/or correct the issues with 
which they were unhappy. Nevertheless as most of these 
people live locally we will no doubt be seeing much of them 
and they are still part of HOG and part of the band of 
brother bikers who will be greeted warmly by me, and 
hopefully you, whenever we meet. 

Next up on my biking programme was a ride over the Dales 
and North Pennines on a stunningly beautiful day in mid 
March. After the long winter many of the high pastures 
were still covered in snow, and the peaks standing out 
against a backdrop of azure blue sky just made me feel good 

to be alive. The photograph on the left is of Whernside, 
taken from the road by the Ribblehead viaduct. 

Next up was the New Members ride-out on March 14th 
which saw nearly 50 bikes take a leisurely ride through the 
East Yorkshire countryside. Robin Gay took a request to 
òpose by his bikeó a bit too seriously - what do you think? 

The April meeting will be the first for a mass bike-in so letõs 
hope the weather holds! 

For those of you who like to take photos and share your 
memories with others a new facility has been launched this 
month. We have created a web picture facility using 
Googleõs Picasa product. Our club historian, Gordon 
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