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T his years Hog On The Humber 
got off to a very shaky start as 
the registration was very slow 

this year.  This made it very hard to 
commit to things as we didnõt know 
how much was going to be in the cash 
pot.  After several sleepless nights from 
Rob & Dorothy and a few headaches 
things started to pick up.  I wonõt pre-
tend to say that we were overrun with 
people but those who attended ap-
peared to have a really great time.  
HOH seems to be one of those rallies 
that are like an old pair of slippers.  
Guests feel really comfortable and 
chilled at this event. 

People say they like itõs quaintness and 
it feels really safe.  Another winner is 
the location.  Brantingham has to have 

some of the best facilities for those of 
us who camp.  Surrounded by great 
views this area also has great affordable 
hotels and guesthouses very nearby. All 
in all a winning combination!! 

We had fantastic entertainment this 
year with something to suit most peo-
pleõs musical tastes.  Friday night Mad 
Bradz disco kick started the weekend.  
Bradleyõs road crew were no other than 
Aire Valley members his Mum and 
Dad, Liz & Colin Watmuff. He gave us 
a fantastic weekend. His enthusiasm 
and energy was inspiring and consider-
ing Bradley gave his services free of 
charge to help our nominated charity 
this was amazing. 

The Friday night band was a rockabilly 
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band called Rebel Yell . We first saw 
this young band many moons ago at 
York racecourse performing for Aire 
Valley in 1998. If you thought they 
were young now, I have to say their 
ages back then started about 10 years 
old. Unfortunately they had a bit of a 
delayed start due to their PA system not 
working.  A technician was summoned 
to sort the problem and the band waited 
patiently at the bar.  I hear tell the bar 
takings were up that night.  Once the 
ladsõ equipment was sorted they enter-
tained us with an energetic perform-
ance.  Even if this is not your cup of tea 
you had to admit there was real talent in 
the room. Amazing. 

The sun shone brightly on Saturday 
morning as people gathered themselves 
together for the ride out to Withernsea. 
A big thank you to Tony Burns and 
Richard Wilton & all the road captains 
for a great safe ride. 

Back at Brantingham we had the usual 
chapter games and Rob lost the slow 
race for the first time in 4 years to Tony 
Burns (Rob is saying Tony pinched his 
favourite lane) I feel a re-match some-
how. Whilst the fun & games & the ride 
in show were being judged we were 
entertained to a brilliantly talented 
young band The Rogue Hearts. One of 
the boys in the band is the son of Aire 
Valley member Steve Murgatroyd. 
They were fantastic and also gave their 
time to us free of charge. We thank 
you. 

Saturday for me was fantastic.  We once 
again had Mad Bradz disco giving us 
fantastic sounds that got everyone in the 
mood.  This year we changed thing 
around a little and booked a soul band 
called Soul Patrol (played at Minehead 
for 105th Hog anniversary). Every rally 
we attend they all seem to book rock 
bands but after several years we thought 
it may need a re-think. I have to say the 
dance floor never emptied all night. 
They were absolutely marvellous.  We 
have had so many positive comments 
this year regarding the entertainment; 

we actually think we just may have got 
it spot on for once. What do you all 
think? 

All good things come to an end, and for 
us campers it did.  The weather decided 
to change and we all woke up to a 
rather grey dawn.  This was such a 
shame as we had enjoyed fabulous 
weather all weekend and now with the 
main event looming it threatened to 
become a washout.  News came 
through that the weather was really bad 
over in the Leeds/Doncaster areas and 
the St Ledger ride out to join us at the 
Humber Bridge was called off.  We 
were becoming rather concerned that 
folk would not stay around for the 
13.30pm crossing.  Iõm delighted to say 
my fears were unfounded as we sud-
denly were kept really busy at the regis-
tration tent by lots of local riders who 
turned out to do their bit for charity.  

These locals just love the 50 mile ride 
through the Wolds and turn out each 
year. Fantastic effort. 

We all arrived safely at the Humber 
Bridge thanks to our 3 police escorts 
and a wonderful job from all our road 
captains and Aire Valley volunteers. 
Well done once again. 

We met up with Ben Hodgson aged 9. 
Ben had the very important task of an-
nouncing to the riders 

òStart Your Enginesò He did an out-
standing job. Well done Ben. This 
young lad is this yearõs HOH benefactor 
and with all your help we have managed 
to donate £2,000. 

This year we were joined by a film crew 
from Humber TV who kindly filmed 
the whole weekend for us. You can 
check the results out by going to the 
following link  

http://humber.tv/ 

There is also loads to see on 

www.youtube.co.uk 

Well as we come to the end of this 
scribble all that is left to say is òA BIG 
SINCERE THANK YOUó to each and 
every one of you who once again gave 
us your time to join us for the annual 
Aire Valley Childrenõs Charity Event.  
There is no way it can happen without 
you guyõs. 

Rob & Dorothy Mitchelmore  

http://humber.tv/
http://www.youtube.co.uk


W e are now well in to the 
riding season, and hoping 
for a dry warm summer 

and to riding our bikes without the 
need for waterproofs.  This seems to 
be going well certainly the Lincoln-
shire Rideout was great. 

Harley-Davidson have now announced 
the dates for the Harley Euro fest St 
Tropez rally. It will take place on 12th 
to 15th May 2011. 

The 20th Annual European HOG Rally 
will be held in, Biograd, Croatia, on 
the 26th ð 29th May 2011. 

As I mentioned at the June meeting 
Hog were proposing to hold a Black 
and Blue Ball, Friday, 26th November 
to be held at The International Centre, 
Telford. The approximate ticket price: 
£65 per person inc half a bottle of wine 
and 3 course meal and entertain-
ment.  No-one from Aire Valley was 
interested in this event and last week I 
had an email from Marjorie 
Rae  òUnfortunately conflicts in tim-
ings with other Chapter events, costs 
and logistics issues have proved diffi-
cult to overcome and we have been 
unable to secure enough real solid sup-
port to go ahead with this eventó 

We have now had our 1st European 
Rally of the season; I went to St 
Tropez and meet up with other AV 
members down there. Iõve got to tell 
you that it was the worst weather ever, 
Cold, Wet, Wind, Snow & Hail. Lo-
cals told us it was the worst weather in 
France for 30 years.  Iõve never been 
that cold for that long, and to top it all 
it was very expensive in France this 
year. 

Our Ladies of Harley successively 
completed their Run for life. There 
were over 2,500 competitors and the 
event has raised just over £162,000. 
Well done to Marie and Wendy for 
organising this on behalf of Aire Valley 
Ladies, and well done to the ladies 
who took part in the run.   

On Saturday 30th May. Wendy & 

Debbie organised a Ghost Walk in 
York, I could not attend the event my-
self but am told that it was a great suc-
cess. 

Sunday 31st May we held our first 
New Members Bar B Que and although 
not as many new members came as we 
would have hoped it seemed to be a 
great success, it was grand to meet 
some of our newer members for a 
chat.  Wendy is arranging a similar 
event in July for the New Members in 
Ladies of Harley and they can bring 
their partners!  Iõm looking forward to 
meeting the new members. 

Friday 4th June saw the start of our 
Hog on the Humber weekend. Many 
thanks to Rob and Dot for once again 
organising the 8th Hog on the Hum-
ber, few realise how much time and 
effort they both give to this event 
thatõs why it ends up running so 
smoothly. We had fantastic weather 
Friday and Saturday in a perfect set-
ting. Not so great for the bridge cross-
ing on Sunday, but as usual everyone 
coped and survived. Everyone had a 
great time and loved the bands. On 
Friday òRebel Yelló and on Saturday 
night òSoul Patroló. Bradley Watmuff 
was the DJ for the weekend and did a 
marvellous job. Thank You Brad. Steve 
Murgatrod organised our Saturday 
afternoon outdoor entertainment a 
young band ð òRogue Heartsó, his son 
Billy is a member. They were abso-
lutely fantastic and for many, the high-
light of the weekend. It's good to know 
Aire Valley's Got Talent! Both Bradley 
and Rogue Hearts donated their ser-
vices for no charge at all which is in-
credible - Thank You. The event was 
supported by many of our own mem-
bers as well as other HOG Chapters 
and local bike clubs. Thanks to Tony 
and all his Road Captains especially the 
ones who stepped in to help ensuring 
the rideout went without a hitch, 
thanks also to the local police force for 
their presence. Cheers to Dave Sheard 
and Margaret who led the rideout from 

Leeds Harley Davidson on the Sunday, 
and a special thanks to Paul Pickles 
who organised the bikes in the car park 
and as usual did an incredible job. 

The Druid Run 18th ð 20th June. I 
joined a group of members led by Mick 
Pearce leaving Leeds Harley-Davidson 
at 10am on Friday, meeting a few 
more members at the Ferry Bridge 
services to travel to Lowestoft for the 
start of Druid Run. On route we 
stopped for lunch in Swafham, the 
location for TV series òKingdomó star-
ing Steven Fry. We arrived at the hotel 
in plenty of time for the England 
match, most had an early night ready 
for a 4.45 start in the morning. Unfor-
tunately my bike fell over from its 
stand, moving the bars so I was not 
able to set off with the others and had 
to suffer a lie in and full English. I did 
however take the bike home and 
change to a car to meet up with every-
one in Southport for the evening bash. 
The hotel òDukes Follyó was excellent 
and provided us with a fantastic Chi-
nese Banquet for dinner, everyone 
who had completed the ride said that 
they had had a great days riding. They 
had met up with many other HOG 
members at Dealerships on route, and 
the weather had been kind 

Iõm now looking forward to Fenland-
ers in July at Fakenham, The Ridings 

(Continued on page 4) 
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F ollowing my pleadings of the last couple of AVT 
issues I am very pleased to announce that Dave Malt 
has agreed to take on the role of assistant editor and 

will, from this issue onwards, be jointly responsible for 
putting together the AVT every quarter. 

Itõs been a gentle start to the ride-out season with the New 
Members ride and the Rain or Shine ride both being held in 
bright and sunny weather, Sadly reports from the members 
who made the trip to St Tropez were not quite so encourag-
ing with cloud, rain, cool weather and even snow being 
reported on the journey South. 

Every year Barlick-based member Steve King does some-

thing special for his birthday. You may remember the pic-

ture I published last year of a near-naked Steve on the sum-

mit of Kilimanjaro. Well, this year heõs taking on the En-

duro Himalayas expedition which involves 12 days or so of 

riding on dirt roads in Tibet. To prepare for the expedition 

he decided that he should do some off-road training, and 

that he needed a mate to come with him; I got elected. Al-

though not strictly a Harley Davidson issue I thought it was 

worth a write-up in this Magazine, so if youõre interested in 

how we got on then please read the article later on. 
Talking about bright and sunny weather, April 16th saw the 

ride up to Masham leave Leeds Harley Davidson on a beau-

tiful morning, and following a circuitous route via Helmlsey 

(where we avoided paying the £1.10 bike parking charge by 

arranging morning coffee in the Old Swan Hotel -  thanks 

Sue), the narrow winding pass via Hawnby and Snilesworth 

over to Osmotherly (which crosses the path of the Lyke 

Wake walk), the Brymor Ice Creamery at High Jervaulx to 

arrive at Masham about teatime. On the Saturday we took a 

168-mile trip via Richmond, Alston, Penrith and Hawes 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rally, Essex Chapter Rally & Thunder 
in the Glens at Aviemore in August with 
Sherwood, Fakker See & Heart & Soul 
in September and just about ending the 
Rally season with Ride to the Wall in 
October. 

I know there are loads of Rallies that 
everyone would like to attend but do 
remember to try your best to support 
our own Chapter Rallies.  Itõs the Rid-

ings at Wetherby Racecourse on 13th & 
14th August and all members that pre 
book get free beer & burger on both the 
Friday & Saturday, by the time you read 
this I understand the tshirts will have 
been ordered so itõs Ã20 for the week-
end or £10 for a nights camping.   

With regard to the Chapter Challenge ð 
The Geordies were the leaders until 
recently being overtaken by Dunedin 
(heading the leader board with 68)  I 
feel I must encourage you all to enter if 

you havenõt already.  Itõs really easy, 
have your mileage checked by Leeds 
Harley-Davidson, fill in the form, pass 
it on to me and Iõll send it on to 
HOG.  If you are travelling abroad 
youõll quickly clock up miles and they 
all do help this worthwhile charity. 

Itõs summer so ride long, ride safe. 

Mike Gaunt  

Director  

(Continued from page 3) 
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which most of the 50-odd people who came thought was 

outstanding. Much hilarity ensued in the bar that evening 

when one of our older and more sedate members was pho-

tographed lying on the floor, legs in the air, trying to take 

off (or put on) a large pair of knickers. All good clean fun I 

assure you! 

On the last weekend in May we welcomed 16 members of 

the Thames Valley Chapter to our region. After staying the 

night at in the faded glory of the once-proud Selby Fork 

hotel, they rode to the dealership and then were chaper-

oned around the Yorkshire Dales via Richmond, Hawes 

and Wensleydale. An enjoyable day although it was impos-

sible to keep to the schedule we had planned and as a result 

the ride split up at Leyburn with a rather unsatisfactory 

finish. 

Hog on the Humber was again organised by Rob and Dot 

Mitchelmore and a full write-up of the day is included in 

this issue. The weather rather spoilt itself after a baking hot 

Saturday, but nevertheless well over a hundred bikes did 

the pre-bridge ride-out with the Aire Valley Road captains, 

and the local police, doing an excellent job of keeping eve-

ryone together. 

I would like to remind everyone of the web photo gallery 

that has been created for use by all club members. To view 

photos from many events through the years just visit: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/102322754081651743232 

If you want to contribute your own pictures to this gallery, 

please send them to editor@avhog.co.uk and make sure 

you say which gallery they are to be added to, or what you 

would like to call a new gallery to be created. 

The last Sunday in June was auspicious for two reasons; 

firstly it was my chance to lead a ride-out and secondly 

there was some nonsense taking place in South Africa 

where  the England football team had the temerity to qual-

ify for the last 16, playing Germany, on the same day as my 

ride-out! The cheek of it!  

The result was that 24 bikes set off from Leeds Harley 

Davidson an a beautiful summerõs morning at 10:00 AM 

sharp. We had a very pleasant run down to Haxey, near 

Gainsborough, where coffee and bacon sandwiches awaited 

the gathering. The highlight for some on the way was the 

trip round a Goole industrial estate and the docks, al-

though others rather ungraciously said I was lost! Not a bit 

of it - avoiding Goole town centre, in fact avoiding Goole 

altogether, is by far the best option! 

Anyway, after the coffee stop almost half the group left to 

hightail it back to the telly to watch the 4-1 thrashing 

handed out to England by the German team. The rest of us 

had a delightful trip through the Lincolnshire countryside, 

culminating in an ice cream on Cleethorpes see front 

(which was packed but where we nevertheless found park-

ing right by the pier). Then home via Caister and the mo-

torways. About 200 miles in all on the day in fabulous 

weather then whole day. 

Well, thatõs all for now. See you all at the July meeting 

and then Iõm off on my Euro-tour so maybe some nice 

photos in the next issue. The plan is to tour the Picos Eu-

ropas National Park in North Western Spain, before re-

turning over the Pyrenees and up through France.  

Ride Safe and remember 

òLife is short, if not now then when?ó 

Ian McNeill  

Editor  
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J ust to introduce myself, I am your new Ass Ed, 
sorry, Assistant Editor. I am Dave (thatõs me in the 
pic!) and although Iõm relatively new to HOG and 

HD, I am not a newcomer to bikes. When I was 
younger, I used to muck about with old Brit machines 
and learned the workings of the internal combustion 
engine by taking them apart. I must have been quite 
good at it ôcos I always had a few bits left over. 

Having been brought up in a musical family (bear with 
me here), I was being groomed for stardom in the clas-
sical world when, in 1970, a mate played a 12ó record 
by a band called Deep Purple ð you may have heard of 
them. That was it! Sod the many years of hard vocal 
training ahead, I wanna ROCK. So against the advice 
of my teachers, I quit and in 1972 joined a band. Hoo 
boy was that a blast. The only problem was that I 
couldnõt carry my gear around on the back of a bike so 
it had to go. 

Fast forward 36 years (imagine the world going all 
wobbly), my good lady and I had discussions and basi-
cally she said òYouõre not getting any younger, so if 
not now, when?ó That was all the bidding I needed, we 
hopped in the car, straight to LHD and signed up for a 
big, gnarly motorcycle. The rest, as they say, is his-
tory. 

Thatõs enough about me, so what about me. You al-
ready know about the music and the bike bit and I like 
to combine them with a bit of òdo-goodingó. I am an 
activist in the Musiciansõ Union, and a very active 
member of the Motorcycle Action Group (MAG). I am 
also a passionate supporter of the Bradford Bulls Rugby 
League Club. 

And thatõs about it ð apart from being married to the 
gorgeous Carol of course. 

I may not be a familiar face on the club ride-outs be-
cause Sunday is a busy day for me, but I am an avid 
Rally-goer. Youõll always find me at the Ridings Rally 
(and my band is available, I make sure of that. Just 
waiting for that callé). 

And I am always to be found at the Yorkshire MAG 
rallies Into the Valley, Farmyard Party and the York-
shire Pudding Rally doing the backstage work. York-
shire MAG has only four rules when it comes to their 
rallies 

No Cars 

No Vans 

No Pedestrians  

No Excuses 

The Farmyard is Europeõs biggest bike-only rally and a 
recent addition to the site is a circus type big top spon-
sored by Back Street Heroes magazine. This houses the 
rally main stage, which is where I do my bit. The other 
photo is the main stage taken from the front-of-house 
desk, just so those of you who have never been can see 
what we do. 

Thereõll be more from me next time, but hopefully 
Mac has put in a bit of political stuff from MAG. He 
still holds the reins and if he thinks it doesnõt deserve a 
place, then out it goes. 

Dave Malt  

Assistant Editor  
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